52                PRINCIPLES OF NATIONAL PLANNING
Though the influence of invention may be so great as to be
immeasurable . , . there is usually opportunity to anticipate its
impact upon society, since it never comes instantaneously without
signals. For invention is a process and there are faint beginnings,
development, diffusion, and social influences, occurring in sequence,
all of which require time. From the early origins of an invention
to its social effects the time interval averages about 30 years.1
Such conjectural plans are a kind of retrospective affirmation
that the original plan being flexible enough will serve its purpose
and cany us in the right direction. The National Resources
Board limits the time interval rightly to about thirty years within
which the social impact of an invention becomes effective. That
corresponds to the lifetime of one generation. The new generation
is freer to absorb new influences because it is less hampered by
traditional considerations. This is the case in almost every
sphere of life. The National Plan should be adapted, therefore,
to this cycle. It should envisage a period of three generations for
its long-term policy ; then the change in the spiritual approach to
the various problems will reach its peak as compared with to-day.
The first generation is experimenting and preparing, the second
one is putting the results into practice, and the third one is
spending lavishly out of the accumulated capital. Though these
periods project over each other, certain cyclic trends, as described
above, do exist as history teaches us. Some people might be
afraid of taking so long a view; they will say that forecast of and
planning for conditions of so distant a future are impossible.
Such argument is beside the point. We shall not and cannot
predict die future, but we must not bar the way by too rigid a
planning and by leaving out of account trends the possibility of
which cannot be discounted to-day.
We cannot deal with finance and can only make the following
suggestions. As the National Plan is a matter of national concern
the Government will be bound to contribute extensively and
systematically. The Royal Commission seem to have something
of this kind in mind when they say under (6) (III) (b) : " In cases
approved and to the extent approved by the Central Authority,
financial assistance should be available for the municipalities from
Government funds especially in the early years," after having
stated that it would be desirable to deal " with the problem on a
regional rather than on a municipal basis ". Regional and local
groups act as the trustees of the whole nation, for their efficiency
and fiijaiiclal capacity are the ultimate factors which decide whether
the natural resources are being wasted or being intelligently used.
In both esses the nation as a whole is vitally affected. Besides
toeal and regional works, a great many public works will be carried
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